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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner For Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 are submitted for consideration by the Examiner in the examination of the above-identified 
patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered into 
the record of the present application and that the Examiner place his or her initials in the 
appropriate area on the enclosed Form PTO-1449, thereby indicating the Examiner's 
consideration of each of the references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form PTO-1449 is for the purpose of 
providing a complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art 
to the invention claimed in the patent application. 

Further, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a concession that any 
reference represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the 
right to argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to an 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 
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The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

E^l (a) within three months of the filing date of the patent application, (b) within three 
months of the date of entry into the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 of the 
international application, or (c) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. 

I | after (a), (b), or (c) above, but before the mailing date of a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.113 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, and includes: 

□ the Certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (see "Certification" below). 

□ the fee of $240 set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

n after the mailing date of a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 13 or a Notice of Allowance 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, and includes the Certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (see 
"Certification" below), a Petition requesting consideration of the Information Disclosure 
Statement (see "Petition" below), and the Petition Fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i) (see 
"Fees" below). 

Copies Of The References 

0 Copies of the references (other than cited U.S. Patents and published U.S. Patent 
Applications) listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 are enclosed herewith. Attached to 
each reference not in the English language is a concise explanation of the relevance 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(3). 

1 I A copy of the foreign search report is enclosed herewith. 

I I The references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 were previously identified in the 
parent application(s) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
furnished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not submitted 
herewith, so as not to burden the file with duplicate copies of references. The Examiner 
is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in accordance with the 
requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. In accordance with 
37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), the details of the parent application(s) relied upon for an earlier filing 
date under 35 U.S.C. § 120 in which copies of the references were previously furnished 
are set out below: 
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U.S. APPLICATIONS 


Status (check one) 


U.S. Applications 


U.S. Filing Date 


Patented 


Pending 


Abandoned 


1.0/ 










2.0/ 










3.0/ 











Other Applications 

O The Examiner's attention is directed to the following U.S. patent application(s) 
(submitted herewith is a copy of each application specification including the claims, and 
any drawing of the application, or that portion of each application which caused it to be 
listed including any claims directed to that portion): 



U.S. APPLICATIONS 


Status (check one) 


U.S. Applications 


U.S. Filing Date 


Patented 


Pending 


Abandoned 


1.0/ 










2.0/ 










3.0/ 











Certification 



l~l The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

f~l The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign patent application or, to the knowledge of the attorney 
signing after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure 
Statement. 
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Petition 

I I The undersigned attorney hereby petitions the Commissioner to consider this Information 
Disclosure Statement and the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 in the 
examination of the above-identified patent application. 



Authorization To Charge Additional Fees 

E] If any additional fees are owed in connection with this communication, please charge 
Deposit Account No. 04-1061. 



Fees 



£3 No fee is owed by the applicant(s). 



Respectfully submitted, 



DICKINSON WRIGHT PLLC 





Suite 800 
1901 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 457-0160 



Reg. No. 38,569 



DAM/gmp 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

46107^0089 


SERIAL NO. 


Mark Christofis et al. 


FILING 


GROUP 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 



2,167,798 



8/1939 



Denneen et al. 



2,295,777 



9/1942 



Denneen et al. 



2,689,296 



9/1954 



Sabol 



3,466,023 



9/1969 



Cunningham et aL 



4,251,704 



2/1981 



Masie et aL 



4,855,551 



8/1989 



Mucha et al. 



4,855,556 



8/1989 



Mucha et al. 



4,894,501 



1/1990 



Pfaffmann et al. 



5,213,636 



5/1993 



Akers et al. 



5,414,246 



5/1995 



Shapona 



6,315,841 Bl 



11/2001 



Fisher et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



other documents (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Form PTO-A820 
(also form PTO-1449) 



P09C/REV03 



Patent and Trademark Office • U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PAGE 1 OF 2 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

46107-0089 


SERIAL NO. 


Mark Christofis et al. 


FILING 


GROUP 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 






DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






4 251 707 


7/1081 


r usaieri et ai. 












4 251 700 


7/1 081 

LI l70l 


ocnuiTiacner 












4 785 147 


11/1 088 


Mucha et al. 












4 808 770 


7/1 080 
A/Xyoy 














2 ISO 018 


11/1 010 

1 if iyjy 


linn nOATI a4 rt 1 

uenneen ei ai. 














6/1950 


Genr 












3,592,703 


7/1971 


Dehn et al. 












4,677,876 


7/1987 


Dissett 
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DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
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NO 







































































































other documents (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



date considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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